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Dear Parent or Carer

There have been a number of e-safety issues that have been circulating around school over the last
couple of weeks that this newsletter aims to address. Our children have a natural curiosity with new
opportunities provided by the wide range of digital technologies, and sometimes, we as parents feel
challenged in guiding and supporting them when we are one step behind them!

E-safety is an integral part of our children’s education in today’s digital world and is embedded in
their learning at school. We also want to help our parents and children improve their own under-
standing of e-safety issues so they can learn to use the internet and all digital media in a safe and se-
cure way.

Momo
There is much debate in the news about this app and whether or not it is real or just a rumour that
has gone viral. Although there is limited evidence, the children are naturally winding each other up
about it. Whether real or fake, the following information from NOS provides useful information to
your child understand how to keep safe.
Below are some safety tips provided by NOS:

Explain to them that it is NOT real, no matter how convincing it appears.

Be present when they are online.

Encourage your children to talk and ask questions about anything they are unsure of.

Set parental controls wherever possible, e.g on YouTube you can turn off ‘suggested auto-play’
on videos to stop your child from viewing content that they have not directly selected.



Fortnite

As teachers it is hard to escape the overwhelming popularity of Fortnite amongst our older children.
In the UK the Video Standards council rate Fortnite as PEGI 12 for frequent scenes of mild violence.

Although it has this rating we are finding that many year 3 children and upward are playing on it
daily. Our children are also moving into the online multiplayer option ‘Battle Royale’ where chil-
dren can play with unknown players. While playing the game, players can hear profanity from oth-
ers as well as exchange voice chat messages with strangers. Because Battle Royale is played by hun-
dreds of people at once, the range of people they encounter will be wide.

A good way to mitigate these dangers is to get children to play with the sound on the TV in family
rooms so parents can hear the conversation. However, many players will want to use headphones so
they can hear in-game sounds more accurately and progress better.

Another way to avoid this danger is to get children to join a lobby of the friends they know online
before they play. Then, in the game they can turn off the audio of other players while still communi-
cating with their teammates.

Potential impact of Fortnite on your child

As you are probably aware, Fortnite is a highly competitive and violent game. Players use guns,
swords, and grenades to fight skeleton-like monsters (husks) in ranged and melee-style combat.

Players can also defeat enemies by using various traps (e.g., electric, spikes, poisonous gas). Battles are
highlighted by frequent gunfire, explosions, and cries of pain." Since the popularity of Fortnite we
are seeing an increased amount of rough play in the playground which is a growing concern.

In addition children may be playing against older children and adults who may be more skilled and
this may put pressures on them which they bring into school. Children can quickly be ‘defeated’ if
distracted, which can lead to children not wanting to leave their console for hours on end.

Some children are exhausted and bad tempered at school due to hours of online playing. Putting time
limits on your child’s game playing could help manage these issues.



Fortnite in-app costs

Although the Battle Royale part of the Fortnite game is free to play. There are a number of potential
costs associated with the game. Parents should make sure that credit cards for the console require a
password to avoid unintended purchases to be made by children clicking around.

What if my child is too young for Fortnite?

The following games offer an enjoyable alternative to Fortnite until children are old enough:
Splatoon 2 (PEGI 7+) Minecraft (PEGI 7+) Roblox (PEGI 7+) Lovers In a Dangerous Space Time
(PEGI 7+) Plants vs Zombies: Garden Warfare 2 (PEGI 12+)

TikTok

Many of our children are also using TikTok which used to run in the UK as musical.ly. Again, users
should be 13 years old as they may be exposed to adults in this app. There have been some reports of
primary age children being exposed to mean comments and encouraged to strip or self-harm.

The following poster provides lots of useful information for parents.

MA.-.L._L.j

Andy Blakeley - Head teacher
Mrs Etheridge - Online Safety Lead
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