
 

 

 

 

 

 

What is a Designated Safeguarding Lead?  

 

Governing bodies should ensure that the school designates an appropriate senior member of 

staff to take lead responsibility for child protection.  Key aspects of the ‘Designated 

Safeguarding Lead’ role include:  

 

- Making sure all staff are aware how to raise safeguarding concerns  

- Ensuring all staff understand the signs of child abuse and neglect 

- Referring any concerns to social care  

- Monitoring children who are the subject of child protection plans  

- Maintaining accurate and secure child protection records 

- Raising awareness of the school’s safeguarding policies and procedures, and ensuring they are    

implemented and reviewed regularly 

- Providing advice and support to other staff on child welfare, safeguarding and child protection 

matters 

- Taking part in strategy discussions and interagency meetings, and/or supporting other staff to 

do so 

 - Contributing to the assessment of children. 

  

 

Safeguarding Updates from the government  

  

The government has issued an updated Keeping Children Safe in Education document that the 

school must follow.  This document guides the policies that we have in school in terms of child 

protection and safeguarding.  The main changes this year are details around domestic abuse and 

child on child abuse.  All staff members are required to read Part 1 of the document, which all 

Hopton staff have done.  If you are interested the document can be viewed at: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data

/file/1101454/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2022.pdf 

The Hopton Safeguarding Policy is updated each year in line with the Keeping Children Safe in 

Education document and the Kirklees Model Safeguarding Policy.  The Hopton Safeguarding 

Policy will be available to view on the school website alongside other important safeguarding 

related policies once they have been approved by the school governors.   
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Operation Encompass School 

Our school participates in a national scheme called ‘Operation Encompass’, which is a joint 

partnership between West Yorkshire Police and schools.  One of the principles of Operation 

Encompass is that all incidents of domestic abuse are shared with schools, not just those where 

an offence can be identified.  This system has been established to help schools provide in-school 

support to children who have been present at, exposed to or involved in any domestic abuse 

incident.  

We know that children can be significantly harmed, physically and/or emotionally, during these 

situations, and that it also negatively affects their learning and behaviour.  Therefore, as part 

of the Operation Encompass procedure, and to help mitigate the resulting negative impact, the 

school receives an email or telephone call from the Education Safeguarding Service the morning 

after a child has been witness to, or involved in, any reported domestic abuse incident.  This may 

also include where children are not present but there has been reported domestic abuse 

involving anybody that has parental responsibility.  

We are then able to use this information to provide the right support to any child and their 

family as and when it is needed. 

The Operation Encompass information is stored in line with all other confidential safeguarding 

and child protection information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Safeguarding in the curriculum.  

Bikeability: Some of the Year 5 children participated in Bikeability training this half term, 

giving the children opportunity to learn how to ride safely on the roads.  

Anti-bullying week: Hopton will be participating in the annual Anti-Bullying Week from the 14th -

18th November.  This year’s theme is Reach Out.  All the classes in school will be encouraged to 

take part in a number of different lessons and the assemblies will have an anti-bullying theme.  

Online Safety  

Using online facilities to help with learning, keep in contact with others and to give some ‘down 

time’ is part of all of our lives, but it is important that we all know how to keep children safe 

when doing so.  Many of you will know about the Net Aware website, which has superb guides to 

the most popular apps, games and social media sites, along with strategies for how to keep your 

child safe when online. 

 https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ 

Did you know? All social networking platforms and apps have minimum age limits.  Some social 

networks use technologies that might not be appropriate for some ages, or engage with 

communities that are made up of people much older than your child. 

 What are the risks of an underage social networking account? 

- Many sites include an instant message function which allows private conversations.  Not 

everyone your child meets online will be who they say they are.  

- Most social networking sites have an app version, meaning your child will have access to the 

social network from their smartphone or tablet.  Some app versions of social networks use the 

location of the phone.  

- Chat rooms and forums can connect people who are complete strangers and can be un-

moderated.  

- Information shared between friends can be easily copied and may spread. 

 – It isn’t easy to take back information that has been posted – and can be impossible if it’s 

already been shared. 

 - Chat rooms and forums are one of the places online groomers go to connect with children. 

They can also be places where people use inappropriate language.  This is sometimes done 

through video chat programmes.  

What can I do to keep my child safe? 

 1. Think about online routines: Have a conversation with your child about online safety and agree 

some rules to help keep them safe. 

 2. Have a conversation about online pressures and cyberbullying: Remember to talk to your child 

about what they are doing online and who they are talking to.  Check in with them regularly and 

remind them they can talk to you, another trusted adult, like a teacher, or a ChildLine counsellor 

about anything they are worried about.  

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/


https://www.childline.org.uk/ 

3. Set up devices safely: Make sure you set it up with your child, exploring any safety features. 

Remember to use parental controls! 

 4. Keep children safe on conferencing apps: Supervise your child when they use these apps; 

remind your child not to share chat links or passwords on social media; explore any security 

features like how to report and block; talk to your child about what they are sharing. 

Attached are some online safety parent and carer guides for some of the latest trends from 

National Online Safety. (These are often posted on Class Dojo as well.)  
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