
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keeping children safe  

Railway safety  

Network Rail are in touch with school on a frequent basis reporting trespassing on the railway 

line. We therefore share railway safety with the children during assemblies or during lessons. 

Being located so closely to the railway line it’s really important that we are all aware of how to 

keep safe. Here are some important reminders.  
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Safeguarding Reminders 

Drop off and Collection 

Please remember if you are late on a morning please bring your child to the school office and do 

not send them through the playground as the doors into school may possibly be locked.  

If you are going to be late collecting your child at the end of the day, please inform the school 

office at the earliest possible moment.  

The KS2 children are reminded by school staff that if at the end of the day, nobody has come 

to pick them up, they must tell the member of staff who has brought them outside, who will 

then take them to the office.  If they cannot find a member of staff outside they must go to 

the office or find their class teacher inside.  Please can parents remind their children of these 

rules.  

There is currently no legislation about at what age children should be walking to and from school 



unaccompanied, however, at Hopton we believe that no children in Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 

and Year 3 and 4 should walk to or from school on his or her own or be left on their own on the 

school premises either before or after school.  

Some of our older children in Year 5 and 6 have started coming to and leaving school on their 

own and we believe that you as parents need to decide whether your child is ready for the 

responsibility of walking to and from school alone. 

In deciding whether your child is ready to walk to school you should assess any risks associated 

with the route and your child’s confidence.  Work with your children to build up their 

independence while walking to school through route finding, road safety skills and general 

awareness.  There are many ways you can prepare your child to make an independent journey. 

Children who are driven to school do not have the opportunity to develop road awareness and are 

therefore more vulnerable when they start to walk to school independently. 

Walking to school is a great opportunity to learn road safety skills.  The best way to do this is 

to walk with your children from a young age, teaching them about crossing the road, learning 

how to navigate and a host of other skills.  This helps them gain the experience and confidence 

to deal with traffic and way finding on their own, in preparation for walking with friends or 

alone when they are older. 

Teach your child to: 

· Pay attention to traffic at all times when crossing the street; never become distracted. 

· Always cross at the intersection where there are traffic lights; do not cross in the middle of 

the road. Alternatively cross in a place where you can see clearly in all directions.  Avoid parked 

cars or bends in the road. 

· Look both ways before crossing; listen for traffic coming; cross while keeping an eye on 

traffic. 

· Look out for cyclists. 

· Remember that drivers may not see them, even if they can see the driver. 

· Remember that it is hard to judge the speed of a car so be cautious. 

When deciding whether your child is ready for this responsibility you might want to consider 

the following: 

1.  Do you trust them to walk straight home? 

2.  Do you trust them to behave sensibly when with a friend? 

3.  Are they road safety aware? 

4.  Would they know what to do if a stranger approaches them? 

5.  Would they have the confidence to refuse to do what a stranger asked? 

6.  Would they know the best action to take if a stranger tried to make them do something they 

did not want to do? 

7.  Would they know what to do if they needed help? 

8.  Would they know whom best to approach to get help? 



 

We do ask that if you are allowing your child to walk to and from school alone, you formally let 

us know by either sending a message to their class teacher on Classdojo, emailing the school 

office or emailing Miss Suzanne Henderson (suzanne.henderson@kirkleeseducation.uk) 

  

Online Safety  

Online Safety with Google 

 As part of Google Families, Google have a hub of resources that you can use including 

conversation starters with links to additional tools and advice and information about parental 

controls.  Google also provide you with resources to help your children build healthier habits and 

stay safe online.  There is also a selection of ideas on how to use technology as a family in a fun 

and engaging manner such as exploring the world and learning how to code.  

You can access the hub here: 

 https://families.google/intl/en_uk/ 

Being Kind Online 

It can be very easy online for children to behave in a way that they wouldn’t if they were face 

to face with each other.  Talk to your child about how they are speaking to others online and 

encourage them to talk to people online with respect and kindness, like they would if they were 

face-to-face.  

Dr Linda Papadopoulos (Internet Matters Ambassador) provides tips on how you can help your 

child to be kind online in this YouTube video such as teaching them how to be inclusive and think 

about how they would like to be treated online themselves:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1BqKi3J7g6Q&t=9s 

 Ensure that your child understands that if they receive unkind messages (or see something that 

worries them) then they should not reply or engage in conversation with them, but that they 

should tell a trusted adult.  You can use the tools within an app to report any offensive or 

hurtful content as well as block people so they cannot contact you again in the future.  

UNICEF have a comprehensive area on their website, which talks about what Cyberbullying is 

and how to stop it:  

https://www.unicef.org/end-violence/how-to-stop-cyberbullying  
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